RUSSIAN ENGINEER

I immediately took the official car back to the
N.K.R.K.L where I found Averom seated in his
office. I placed-the receipt before him ; he rang for
an interpreter and asked me whether I was satisfied
with the bill and with my settlement. I replied that
I would leave him to be the judge. He seemed
puzzled at this and shrugged his shoulders helplessly.
However, I impressed on him the fact that at the
conference I had tried to show my sincerity and
that I was willing to put up with even this latest
treatment if only I could be guaranteed that things
would be better in the future.

Through Averom and others I learned that the
commission had been appointed with a view not
only to probe the whole affair, but to find out just
how far the machinations of corrupt " comrades "
were affecting the cherished Plan. When I returned
to Tomsk, Lukatskoff had appointed a book-keeper
to accompany me and this man had been suborned
by the Red director there. Actually he was to have
made an independent account to Lukatskoff, in
which event I do not see how the director could
possibly have avoided serious charges. As it was,
this man presented utterly baseless charges against
me to LukatskofPs successor, hence the confusion
at the headquarters which had only been cleared
up when Sludsky took the matter in hand.

Good fortune must surely have stood on my side
during this troubled period, for I learned that not
only had the book-keeper backed by the Red director
made me out as indebted to the government, but
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